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Grandfathers and Grandsons: Social Security

Expansion and Child Health in China
Jinyang Yang  Xi Chen

(School of Economics, Huazhong University of Science and Technology
China 430074)

Abstract : We examine the multi-generational association of a nationwide social pension program in China,
the New Rural Pension Scheme (NRPS). NRPS was rolled out on full scale in 2012, and rural enrollees over the
age of 60 are eligible to receive an average of 102 CNY non-contributory monthly pension. We leverage age
eligibility and variations in pension receipt to identify the inter generational associations between NRPS and health
among grandchildren. We find NRPS substantially increases child weight without impacting height. Overall, the
child BMI z score increases by 0.87, which is largely driven by grandfathers’ pension receipt raising rates of
overweight and obesity among grandsons. Among the potential mechanisms, our findings are more plausibly
explained by a mixture of income increase, knowledge bias of co-residing grandparents on childcare, and son
preference. We largely rule out potential biases from differential reporting of primary caregivers and epigenetic
transmissions.

Keywords: Social pension; Child health; Inter-generational relationship; Intra-household allocation; Migration;

Living arrangement; China
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How does the quality of irrigation facilities
strengthen the impact of precipitation
perception on farmers' continuous straw

return?
Qigi Liu Tingwu Yan Xinyu Zhu

(College of Economics and ManagemenCenter, Huazhong Agricultural
Universityt/Hubei Rural Development Research ~ Wuhan China 430070)
Abstract: Clarifying the logic behind farmers' climate-adaptive farming practices and
seeking effective response measures is crucial for enhancing the agricultural sector's capacity to
address climate change. Based on behavioral economics theory, this paper constructs an analytical
framework of "precipitation perception-perceived risk-behavioral strategy," using the continuous
straw return by farmers as a case study. Using survey data from 1011 farmers in Hubei and Henan
provinces, this study empirically tests the differences and underlying mechanisms in
climate-adaptive farming behaviors among farmers cultivating different crops influenced by
precipitation perception. The results show: First, precipitation perception positively influences
farmers' climate-adaptive farming behaviors; specifically, it significantly affects those cultivating
rainfed crops, but not those cultivating paddy crops. Second, perceived risk mediates the impact of
precipitation perception on climate-adaptive farming behaviors. Third, the level of irrigation
facility development positively moderates the indirect relationship between precipitation
perception and climate-adaptive farming behavior through perceived risk. Accordingly, this paper
proposes that in the process of popularizing and promoting agricultural technology, it is necessary
to combine farmers' technical application needs with natural environmental conditions and devise
local strategies; provide appropriate agricultural subsidies to farmers when precipitation is
insufficient; strengthen agricultural weather alerts; and improve the quality of irrigation facilities.
These policy suggestions aim to enhance farmers' climate adaptability and the effectiveness of
agricultural technology promotion policies.

Keywords: Precipitation perception; Climate-adaptive farming; Continuous straw return;

Farmer behavior; Quality of irrigation facilities
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